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A £10 buy at a Tyneside 
antiques fair turned into 
a £50,000 windfall as Chi-

nese bidders battled it out 
at a Newcastle auction. 

The teacup-sized mystery 
Chinese vessel was bought 
30 years ago by its Newcas-
tle owner at the fair in Tyne-
mouth. When the BBC’s 
Antiques Roadshow came 

to Newcastle Civic Centre, 
the woman and her 

daughter took the 
object along to find out 
its function. In the pro-
gramme, which was 

broadcast earlier this 
month, Roadshow expert 

Lee Young asked the woman if she 
knew the item’s purpose.

“I haven’t got a clue, which is why I 
came to see you today,” she replied.

Mr Young revealed that the object 
was a water dropper.

The gilt bronze vessel, decorated 
with enamelled dragons, would have 
been used by a scholar or artist to 
drop controlled amounts of water on 
to calligraphy or drawings.

Mr Young dated it from the first 

half of the 17th century in the Ming 
Dynasty – and valued it at £10,000-
£15,000.

On Tuesday, the woman placed 
the item in a sale at Thomas N Mill-
er’s auction in Byker in Newcastle. 
Four telephone lines were opened to 
China, with an interpreter, while 
bidding also took place on the 
internet. The result was the 
water dropper sold for a 
£50,000 jackpot.

In the Roadshow 
programme, the 
woman told Mr Young 
that when she bought 
the vessel “I hadn’t a 
clue what it was, I just 
liked the colours. It 
was very expensive. 
I asked what it was 
but they didn’t 
know.”

Mr Young said: 

“It’s a rare thing and an exciting item 
and there would be a lot of interest if 
it came up for auction. A lot of peo-
ple would be fighting to own it.” 

Presenter Fiona Bruce said after 
the valuation: “What a result – from 
£10 to a price like that. It just goes to 
show that the greatest things can 

come in small packages.” 
After this week’s auction, 

Miller partner Guy Mack-
lam said the woman and 

her daughter had been in 
the saleroom when the 

winning bid was 
revealed. 

“It is a really rare object 
from the golden age of 

the Ming Dynasty,” 
he said. “We were 
very, very pleased 
at the price – and 

they were 
delighted.” 
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NE1 Ltd’s Geordie Jackpot, the 
local lottery for the North East, 
teamed up with Metro Radio’s 
Cash for Kids to deliver two exclu-
sive Superhero Film Screenings for 
sick and disadvantaged children in 
Newcastle.

Children, their families and car-
ers, many of whom are receiving 
treatment or care at the Great 
North Children’s hospital, were 
invited to two VIP screenings of 
The Incredibles 2 at The Tyneside 
Cinema, with four Superheroes, 
Iron Man, Captain America, Super 
Girl and Mrs Incredible (aka Elas-

tigirl) as special guests. Special 
touches were arranged for the 
guests including a special souvenir 
ticket and the children saw their 
names on the big screen as all the 
young guests were listed in the on-
screen credits. The superheroes 
then visited the wards at the Great 
North Children’s Hospital to meet 
the children.

The Superhero Screening event 
was devised by NE1 Ltd’s Geordie 
Jackpot in conjunction with Cash 
for Kids who manage the alloca-
tion of Geordie Jackpot grants. The 
event dovetailed with Superhero 

day on Friday, May 10, when busi-
nesses and individuals across the 
North East were encouraged to 
don their capes and raise 
money and awareness for 
Cash for Kids.

Adrian Waddell, chief executive 
of NE1 Ltd, said: “We have been 
overwhelmed by the response 
from the invited guests and from 
the partners who we worked with 
to deliver the event. Not every 
superhero wears a cape and we 
would encourage the public to be 
a local hero by buying tickets for 
the Geordie Jackpot.”

Superheroes drop in to make 
children’s day extra special

Superheroes Iron Man, Captain America, Super Girl and Mrs Incredible  joined 
two exclusive Superhero Film Screenings for sick and disadvantaged children 
in Newcastle


